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personal, and I am ever ready to believe flic scenery of England, the poetry of England, even the decoration and music of England, in some mystic and impregnable way, the best. This habit of Intensifying all class definitions, and particularly those in which one has a personal interest, is in the very constitution of man's mind. It is part of the defect of that instrument. We may watch against it and prevent it doing any great injustices, or leading us into Lilies, but to eradicate it is an altogether different matter. There it is, to be reckoned with, like the coccyx, the pineal eye, and the vermiform appendix. And a too consistent attack on it may lead simply to its inversion, to a vindictively pro-foreigner attitude that is equally unwise,
The second sort of aggregatory ideas, running very often across the boundaries of national ideas and in conflict with them, are religious ideas. In Western Europe true national ideas only emerged to their present hectic vigour after the shock of the Reformation had liberated men from the great tradition of a Latin-speaking Christendom, a traaition the Roman Catholic Church has sustained as its modification of the old Latin-speaking Imperialism in the rule of the pontifcx maximus. There was, and there remains to this day, a profound disregard of local dialect and race in the Roman Catholic tradition, which has made that Church a persistently disintegrating influence in national life. Equally spacious and equally regardless of tongues and peoples is the great Arabic-speaking religion of Mahomet. Both Christendom and Islam are indeed on their secular sides imperfect realisations of a Utopian World State. But the secular side was the weaker side of these cults; they produced no sufficiently great statesmen to realise their spiritual forces, and ft is not in Rome under pontifical rule, nor in Minister under the Anabaptists, but rather in Thomas i Kempis and Saint Augnstm's City of God that we must seek for the Utopias of Christianity.
In the last hundred years a novel development of